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Oral Quiz on Life in New Amsterdam

The points and level of detail given below are those which a lower-grammar student might be expected to know from his 
reading, though he may not include every detail.  You may also use these points to prompt your student.

To what colony did New Amsterdam belong?
New Amsterdam was a settlement located along the Hudson River Valley, in the larger colony of New Netherland.

On what present-day island was New Amsterdam located?
New Amsterdam was located on the present-day island of Manhattan in New York City.

What were the colonists of this area called?
The people who resided in New Amsterdam were primarily Dutch settlers from the Netherlands.  However, the settle-
ment included people from other countries as well, such as western Europe, the Caribbean, and west Africa.

When the colonists first arrived, what did they build? 
The Dutch colonists brought with them supplies and tools to build their settlement.  They first built Fort Amsterdam for 
protection and then built homes situated around it.

Who were their Indian neighbors?  Did the colonists get along with them?
The Algonquin Indians lived in the area, and for the most part, there were peaceful relations between them and the Dutch 
colonists.  (For a period of about seven years, fighting between them did occur, but a peace agreement was eventually made.)

What was the main occupation of the colonists? 
The Dutch colonists were primarily farmers.  They grew all of their own vegetables, grains, and crops.

What did the colonists use that greatly helped them in their work?
The colonists relied on the windmill to power many of their jobs, like grinding grain, pumping water, and cutting wood.

Did all the children of New Amsterdam attend school? 
No.  The families in New Amsterdam had to pay in order for their children to attend school.  Some families were too poor to 
afford an education for their children.  All children, however, learned to help with chores in the house.

Who was Peter Stuyvesant, and what happened to New Netherland under his leadership? 
He was the director-general (governor) of the New Netherland colony.  In 1664, the English sent a fleet of ships to seize 
New Netherland.  Because the colony was not equipped to defend itself, Peter Stuyvesant reluctantly surrendered the 
colony to the English without a fight.  The new English colony was renamed New York. 
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1. To what colony did New Amsterdam belong?
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2. On what present-day island was New Amsterdam located?
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3. What were the colonists of this area called?
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4. When the colonists first arrived, what did they build?
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6. What was the main occupation of the colonists?

5. Who were their Indian neighbors?  Did the colonists get along with them?



Week TitleRestoration Colonies and the Age of Louis XIV 23

Oral Quiz Form: Lower Grammar

©
20

08
 L

am
ps

ta
nd

 P
re

ss
. A

ll 
ri

gh
ts

 re
se

rv
ed

. 

�

FA
ILI

NG

Po
o

r

FA
IR

G
o

o
d

EX
C

EL
LE

NT

Comments: 														            
						                								                      
                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                 

7. What did the colonists use that greatly helped them in their work?
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8. Did all the children of New Amsterdam attend school?
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9. Who was Peter Stuyvesant, and what happened to New Netherland under his leadership?


