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Fill in the Blank

Your student was instructed to supply the name of the correct explorer in the following sentences.  
If you wish, you may give your student the list of names (included as a supplement on page 2) and 
simply have him choose the correct name to write in each blank.  Another alternative is to give this 
quiz orally, reading the description and having your student supply each explorer’s name.

Sailing in the service of England,    John      Cabot  , an Italian navigator, became the first Euro-
pean to visit the northeast coast of North America in 1497.

An experienced Italian seaman commissioned by the French,    Giovanni      da      Verrazano    
led the first crew to observe and explore the Hudson River, New York Bay, and Cape Cod in 1525.  
Unfortunately, he also captured some of the native people and brought them back to Europe for 
display.

From 1534 to 1543,    Jacques      Cartier  , a French explorer, searched for a northwest passage 
to the Orient in what is now Canada.  Though he did not find a passage, he did explore much of 
the interior of North America and claimed new territory for France. 
Note: If you are giving an oral quiz, you may want to mention the fact (which is not in Tapestry’s 
resource) that Jacques Cartier was also the first European to sight the St. Lawrence River.

With Spain and Portugal controlling much of the trading sea routes, countries began to smuggle 
goods into smaller, less supervised ports.    John      Hawkins    was one of the English captains 
most active in these secret operations.  Sadly, he promoted the African slave trade as well.

An English adventurer who challenged Spanish dominion of the seas,   Francis      Drake    
made several voyages to the New World and raided many of Spain’s ships.  In 1580, he was the 
first Englishman to sail around the world, making him a national hero.  His daring efforts paved the 
way for England’s future supremacy of the seas.	
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Supplemental List of Explorers

Giovanni da Verrazano

John Hawkins

Francis Drake

Jacques Cartier

John Cabot

Week Title

Teacher’s Answer Key: Upper Grammar

The Southern Renaissance and the Age of Exploration 13


