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persecuted in 
Mecca

began to 
preach Islam

 Hegira, 
A.D. 622 (flight 

to Medina)

born in 
Mecca, A.D. 570

learned 
to tend sheep 
and camels

orphaned 
at young age

raised by 
uncle, Abu 

Talib

spread 
religion by force 

( jihad)

brought 
Mecca into 
submission

helped 
poor

followers 
spread Islam far 

and wide 

followers of 
Islam called Mus-

lims

Islam 
means “obedi-

ence.”

good works

prayer to 
Allah

Your student 
has been instructed to 

fill in the rest of this mind map, 
extending the three major catego-

ries already provided.  Our sample is 
meant to be exhaustive; your dialec-

tic-level student should not be ex-
pected to know all of this, and he 

may categorize some infor-
mation differently.

Koran

life

adult life

died 
A.D. 632 

in Medina

married rich 
widow, Khadijah

no formal 
education

early life

founding of 
Islam preaching

led to 
rejection of 

old idolsemphasis on 
good works

Muhammad 
gained followers 
in Medina and 

Mecca. found-
ed in Mec-

ca, A.D. 622

Islam

fasting 
(especially during 

Ramadan)

practices

pilgrimage to 
Mecca (Hajj)

jihad
Muhammad

returned 
to Mecca in 

triumph

vision on Mt. 
Hira

teachings

There is 
only one God, 

Allah.

Muham-
mad is Allah’s 

prophet.

Jesus a 
prophet but not 
the divine Savior

Five Pil-
lars of Islam

wrote Koran


